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of the Ruhr, in order to enforce German reparations, seriously
in default, and to put a stranglehold on German industry
The occupation of Dusseldorf is the first step to a general
advance'
* I very much regret to hear that,'* said Gatieres gravely
It seems to me a most sinister policy "
Colonel de la Prade looked at him sharply
*You are not becoming pro Boche, by any chance ?"
Captain Gatieres answered warmly
"I do not understand the meaning of those words I am
a French officer I need not remind you of my service
Colonel de la Prade tapped him on the chest good-
humouredly
c I see your Croix de Guerre, my dear friend But you talk
strangely at times I have noticed that our opinions clash
when there is any discussion about enforcing our authonty
upon these fat bellied Germans I allow myself to wonder
whether some blue eyed German girl—they are not dis-
tasteful—has been domg a little propaganda in a quiet way "
Armand Gatieres was very much annoyed
*I resent that suggestion, mon colonel"
Colonel de la Prade went towards him and held his arms
for a moment
"I withdraw it,' he said with perfect good humour
* But, my dear Gatieres, do not let your idealism, your
chivalry, interfere with your judgment as a soldier and as a
staff officer We have won the war, it is true But now we
have to win the peace, and that is not going to be easy
These Germans are a tough people They are crafty, aiid
"l&ey will put ifp a stubborn resistance to the reparations we
jtistly demand for all the damage they have inflicted upon our
poor France They will endeavour to avoid those penalties
by every means of evasion If we do not keep them under
our heel they will rise again, and come back again, and drench
our fields with blood again Chivalry—pity—generosity—j*
Wt of place with a nation of barbarians and brutes

